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ABSTRACT 

This document gives definitions and symbols for the 
basic units of measure, for derived units, and for suppl«nentary 
units. Decimal multiples and sub-multiples of units and units outside 
the International System also are discussed. Appendix I reproduces 
the decisions made on units and on the International System by two 
committees (the General Conference of weights and Measures and the 
International Committee of weights and Measures) since 1889; Appendix 
II outlines methods which metrological laboratories can use to derive 
the units and to calibrate standards. (DT) 
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peraiure oj Jreezing platinum under a pnasttre <>/ 101 325 netrions 
per square metre. (13th CGPM (l907). Rteotulioii 5). 

2* STmbols 

The ba^ units of the Intemation&l System are collected in table 
1 with their names and their symbols (lOth COPM (1954), Resolu- 
tion 6; nth CGPM (1960), Resoluticm 12; I3tb CGPM (1967), Reso- 
lution 3; 14th CGPM (1971), Resolution 3. 

Table 1 
SI baee miu 



Quantity 


Name 


Symbol 


length 




m 


mass 


kili^ram 


kg 


time 


second 


s 


electric current 


ampere 


A 


thermodynamic tempera* 
ture* 






kelvin 


K 


amount of substance 


... mole 


mol 


luminous intensity 


candela 


cd 



*C«|ilittl«im|MfilUiviilnVHiMilciprm»dlD4«8rMCd^ Symbol *C) (s««Note, p.4}. 

The general principle governing the fitting of unit symboU had 
already been adopted by the 9th CGPM (1958), Resolution 7, accord* 
ing to which: 

Reman [upright] typCy in general tower coHy is used /or symbols of units; 
ij however the symbols are derived Jrom proper riameSy capital roman type 
is used [for the first letter]. These symbols are not Jollowed by a JuU stop 
[period]. 

Unit symbols do not change in the plural. 

n*2 D^ved nniti 
1, Ex^Hhms 

Derived units are expressed algebraically in terms of base units by 
mt ' -^3 of the mathematical symbols of multiplication and division. 
St veral derived units have been given special names and symbols 
which may themselves be used to express other derived unit? in a 
simpler yay than in terms of the base units. 

Derived units may therfore be classified under three headings. 
Some of them are given in tables 2, 3, and 4. 
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